APUNTES SOBRE EL Present Perfect

Se recomienda leer en español y luego en inglés (ocupa 1 página cada versión).

a)
1
Se usa con just para la frase verbal «Acabar de»: We've just finished.
b) Se usa con acciones pasadas que no se sabe cuándo ocurrieron:


2
Acciones recientes, sin tiempo concreto asociado: I have read it but I can't understand anything. Have you had breakfast?

3
Acciones más del pasado pero que aún podrían repetirse en el presente: I have written to my friend in Lapland. (cf. Shakespeare wrote dramas)


4
Con lately, recently, never, ever: There have been lots of changes recently. Have you ever seen a wolf? I have never made bread.

5
Con una palabra o sintagma que indique un periodo de tiempo aún no terminado (this morning/week/month/year, today): She has rung this morning (The morning is not over yet. cf. She rang this morning.)


6
Con yet en preguntas y oraciones negativas: Has she come yet? No, she hasn't come yet.
c) Con expresión de tiempo:


7
Para una acción que empezó en el pasado y que todavía ocurre: He has lived here all his life. I have never seen an armadillo. (cf. He lived here for two years. I saw an armadillo the other day.)

8
A veces con una acción que empezó en el pasado y que termina en el momento en que se habla: I haven't seen you for ages. We haven't been here for years.

9
Con verbos de intelectuales (knowing, believing, understanding) sólo puede usarse como en 7: I have known her for a long time (cf. Did you know she was coming?)

 
10
Con las respuestas que tienen que ir en el mismo tiempo que la pregunta: How long have you been here? I've been here for 6 months. Have you been to the zoo? Have you enrolled in a school? Pero si se dice cuándo ocurrieron, entonces hay que usar el past simple: Yes, I enrolled last week.

11
It is + periodo de tiempo + since + tiempo pasado o past perfect: It is 3 years since I (last) saw Bill ( It is 3 years since I have seen Bill. I saw Bill 3 years ago, I haven't seen B for 3 years.

12
Con ever, the first, the second, the only... y los superlativos: This is the best wine I have ever tasted. This is the only book she has written.
d) Con for/since:


13
for + periodo de tiempo: for 6 days.


for + simple past: periodo de tiempo ya terminado.



for + present perfect: periodo de tiempo que todavía dura.


14
since + momento en el tiempo: desde ese momento hasta cuando se está hablando.



Sólo se usa con los tiempos perfectos.

e) Para hablar del resultado actual de algo que ocurrió antes: I've hurt my arm. You've lost weight.
NOTES ON THE USE OF TENSESPRIVATE 

Present Perfect
a)
1
Used with just: «Acabar de»: We've just finished.
b) Used for past actions, time not given and not definite:


2
Recent actions, time not mentioned: I have read it but I can't understand anything. Have you had breakfast?

3
For actions occurring further in the past, provided the connexion with the present is still maintained (it could happen again): I have written to my friend in Lapland. (cf. Shakespeare wrote dramas)


4
With lately, recently, never, ever: There have been lots of changes recently. Have you ever seen a wolf? I have never made bread.

5
With a word or phrase denoting an incomplete period of time (this morning/week/month/year, today): She has rung this morning (The morning is not over yet. cf. She rang this morning.)


6
With yet in interrogs or negs: Has she come yet? No, she hasn't come yet.
c) With a time expression:


7
For an action beginning in the past and still occurring: He has lived here all his life. I have never seen an armadillo. (cf. He lived here for two years. I saw an armadillo the other day.)

8
Sometimes, for an action beginning in the past and finishing at the moment of speaking: I haven't seen you for ages. We haven't been here for years.

9
With verbs of knowing, believing, understanding it can only be used as in 7: I have known her for a long time (cf. Did you know she was coming?)

 
10
For answers which have to be in the same tense as the question if time isn't mentioned: How long have you been here? I've been here for 6 months. Have you been to the zoo? Have you enrolled in a school? If time is mentioned, a simple past should be used: Yes, I enrolled last week.

11
It is + period of time + since + past tense or past perfect: It is 3 years since I (last) saw Bill ( It is 3 years since I have seen Bill. I saw Bill 3 years ago, I haven't seen B for 3 years.

12
With ever, the first, the second, the only... and superlatives: This is the best wine I have ever tasted. This is the only book she has written.
d) With for/since:


13
for + period of time: for 6 days.


for + past simple: terminated period of time.



for + present perfect: period of time extending to the present.


14
since + point in time: from that point to the time of speaking.



It is only used with the perfect.

e) To talk about the present result of a past activity: I've hurt my arm. You've lost weight.

